
 
 

Discussion Notes | Week of April 21, 2019 

ICE BREAKER 
What meal would be served at your ultimate dream feast, no expenses spared? 
 
 
PRAY 
Praying after the ice breaker is a great way to transition from whatever goofiness was just happening to the 
opening of God’s Word together. Don’t ask anyone to pray unless you know them well.  
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
Have people in the group read. Don’t pick anyone (especially anyone new) but ask for a volunteer.  
 
Luke 15:11-32 

 

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of property that is coming to me.’And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days 
later, the youngerson gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need.15 So he went and hired himself out to2 one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything. 
 
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough 
bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treatme as one of your 
hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe,and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 

And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.esv.org/Luke+15/#f2-


 

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come,and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his 
father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave 
me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yourscame, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These questions are designed to get the conversation going, not teach a lesson. Remember, many folks may 
have been serving in New City Kids (or absent on Sunday) and haven’t heard the sermon. Allow the Scripture 
to guide your time together, not the preacher’s outline. Feel free to follow rabbit trails if it seems the Spirit is 
doing something, but if you get way off track, one of these questions could get you back on course.  
 

 
1. Because we live in a fallen world, all of our lives are subject to grief and disappointment. Where do you 

turn with the dissatisfaction of your life, when you realize you're lost? 
 

2. Do you find yourself caught in the trap of comparison? If so, in what way? How can you fight back 
against this trap? 
 

3. If you're an older brother type, you might struggle with legalism and moralism and every other -ism that 
tries to get around needing Jesus. When is the last time, you just rested in Grace, stopping to just enjoy 
Jesus? If this is your struggle, what steps can you take to make this rest a more regular part of your 
routine? 
 

4. What lies do you believe that make you think you are an illegitimate member of God’s Kingdom, that 
you are not a truly loved son or daughter? What biblical truth could you tell yourself to confront those 
lies? 

 
 
PRAYER 
Take time to pray with each other and for each other during your time together. A great way to avoid spending 
all of your time sharing prayer requests instead of actually praying, is to break into smaller groups or pairs.  


